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SAN AUGUSTINE GARDEN CLUB 

PAST HISTORY AND NOTEWORTHY ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

OVER 77 EVENTFUL YEARS: 1948 TO 2025 

INTRODUCTION 

The forty-five founding members of San Augustine Garden Club in 1948 were anxious 
to put the World War II years behind them and concentrate upon making our rural San 
Augustine County in the Forest Trail Region of Texas a locale of flowering beauty with 
a determined appreciation of the spectacular, historic environs we all enjoy in this 
Deep East Texas area. During those first years, the ladies were mostly housewives, a 
few teachers, some nurses, and stay-at-home moms. In later years, members began to 
include elected officials, business owners, and civic leaders (both local and state), all 
of whom brought significant new ideas to the beautification activities and a fresh focus 
toward achieving measurable, beneficial improvements for our community, county, 
and beyond. 

Thus, it seems wise to address the past history and present happenings of San 
Augustine Garden Club as they occurred over these seven decades. 

THE EARLY YEARS: 1948 TO 1970 

Since 1948 we have been a member of Texas Garden Clubs, Inc., a connection which 
provided non-profit organization status and a 501©(3) designation for us. This status 
has been extremely beneficial in recent years when applying for grants relating to civic 
improvement projects in San Augustine County. More details later in this narrative. 
There is certainly a much appreciated "Thank You" to our founders for their vision 
and foresight in affiliating with Texas Garden Clubs, Inc.! 

During these 1948 to 1970 years, our Garden Club participated in Annual Flower 
Shows. The incentive to do these very involved presentations came from National 
Flower Show Judge Emmeline Cole, a member of San Augustine Garden Club, who 
traveled extensively in her judging duties. 
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During those early years, projects were begun and are still active to the present day, 
including: Arbor Day observances, Yard-of-the-Month and Award-of-Merit 
designations for beautiful yards, litter prevention, wildflower plantings on highways 
leading into San Augustine, Christmas decorating contests for homeowners, and 
scholarships for deserving high school seniors. In the late 1950s, beautification 
involvements included landscaping the grounds of the 1839 Ezekiel Cullen Home with 
azaleas and camellias, and plantings of trees and shrubs at Memorial Medical Center 
and San Augustine Public Library. 

Presidents during the implementation of many of these programs and projects 
included Ester Mathews, Elina Price, Marie Smith, Opal Ramsey, Wanda Roper, Mayor 
Alvis Juniel. 

THE EXPANDING YEARS: 1970s, 1980s, 1990s 

During the early 1970s Garden Club refurbished the 1833 Courthouse Square with 
landscaping, benches, and outdoor lamps. The Judge R.N. Stripling family provided 
funds for the Stripling Pavilion, and the Sparks family made the Sparks Patio a reality. 
The antique gazebo given by the Benedum family, owners of Fairway Farm, was 
moved and restored for use on the Courthouse Square. A memorial sidewalk featuring 
names of local families and their ancestors meanders its way to the historic gazebo. 
This was a fundraising project of our Garden Club. 

In 1971 that Garden Club began in earnest with lighted decorations on the Square, 
featuring beautiful Christmas-themed trees, deer, angels, garlands, wreaths, and 
decorative ribbons throughout the spectacular displays. Wire trees were constructed 
for us by the Agriculture Department at San Augustine High School, then covered with 
rows of lights by Garden Club members. Over the following years the  -divide and 
conquer" method of committee appointments made this entire project much more 
efficient with each member assigned to a given area to decorate. Jail trustees from the 
County Sheriff's office continue to assist members with some of the harder decorating 
jobs at Christmastime. Prominent in the list of those members who spearheaded the 
yearly Christmas decor on the Square were Mary Jean Haley, Doniece Smith, Tommie 
Thomas, Mollie Litton, and in recent years Celia Marshburn and Janice Moore. 
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In 1990, Garden Club landscaped with crape myrtle trees and plants around the Civic 
Center (log cabin) and the Court of Nine Flags. The historic three-dimensional plaques 
on the front of the building (designed by local artist Jimmie Nell Mclemore), and the 
unique gold-leaf-and-oil-under glass paintings inside the log cabin were provided by 
San Augustine Garden Club. These art works were given to Garden Club by Mrs. 
Anne Clark, wife of U.S. Ambassador to Australia Edward Clark, a native son of San 
Augustine. These priceless works of art from Salagandi Studios in Florida were 
restored by Garden Club member and local artist Doris Leak, and have found a 
permanent home on the walls of the Civic Center. 

Club Presidents during this time included Hallie Pearce, Carolyn Ladner, Mary Jean 
Haley, Jean Hines, Barbara Mciver, Betty Oglesbee, Jean Lake, and Patsy Smith. 

Flower shows were still a part of San Augustine Garden Club during these years, 
although beginnings of interest in civic improvement emerged in many good ways. 
The following years exemplified a transition to a civic improvement focus, as we 
realized the noteworthy influence of our Garden Club as "movers and shakers" 
throughout the city and county. 

THE CIVIC BEAUTIFICATION YEARS: THE 1990s TO 2024 

Garden Club's most ambitious project was spearheading the restoration of the 1927 
San Augustine County Courthouse. In 1998 the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation named the Texas Courthouses to their list of Eleven Most Endangered 
Historic Sites. The 1927 San Augustine County Courthouse was named specifically to 
that list. Realizing that we were perhaps the only ones who "could and would" help 
with saving our endangered courthouse, Garden Club members voted unanimously to 
offer our assistance to the County Judge and Commissioners Court. With their 
permission allowing us to proceed, we began this several-years-long journey, already 
aware after thirty years of bemoaning the condition of our deteriorating courthouse as 
we decorated the Courthouse Square each Holiday Season. Thus, Garden Club 
members prepared, funded, and submitted the Master Plan for the courthouse 
restoration project to the Texas Historical Commission for an 85/15 preservation grant 
relating to the courthouses of Texas. The plan was approved at the state level in the 
year 2000. Over the next eight years, Recorded Texas Historic Landmark designation, 
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National Register, and State Antiquities markers were awarded to the San Augustine 
County Courthouse through the efforts of Garden Club Member and County Marker 
Chairperson McXie Martin. Our required "point system" was beginning to build. In 
2005, Garden Club's efforts were rewarded with a planning grant of nearly $95,000 
from the Texas Historical Commission for detailed blueprints of the project. That 
accomplished, our 15% match requirement was done through Garden Club's funding 
efforts and a grant from the National Trust for Historic Preservation. When the county 
received the construction grant of $4.3 million to restore and preserve the San 
Augustine County Courthouse, Garden Club offered to raise the required 15% match, 
a request the County Judge and Commissioners Court readily accepted. With $400,000 
in donations from groups, individuals, banks, and businesses, and a generous $250,000 
gift from the T.L.L. Temple Foundation, the needed matching funds were in place. The 
construction grant was approved by all concerned in January 2008, with the fully 
restored San Augustine County Courthouse was completed and rededicated in 
November 2010. Garden Club members breathed a collective sigh of relief, but not for 
long! 

The opportunity arose to purchase an endangered 1909 Victorian home on the corner 
of Livingston and A yish Streets for the nominal sum of $2,500 in 2001. Restored and 
completed by mid-2002 with grants, donations, and memorials, this lovely home, 
named The Pink Lady, became Garden Club's headquarters and Community House. 
It serves today as our monthly meeting locale, and as a multiple-purpose learning and 
cultural enrichment center. The Pink Lady is located directly adjacent to the San 
Augustine Public Library in the Residential Historic District of San Augustine. It is 
used for English as a Second Language sessions and GED classes and for after-hours 
Library programming, including the Summer Reading Program. It is also rented for 
small events and meetings on occasion. 

In March 2014 San Augustine Garden Club held its first two-day Garden Gala, 
featuring special programs and knowledgeable speakers on a variety of gardening 
subjects, vendors with an emphasis on gardening, plants, herbs, vegetables, and 
handmade outdoor-based products and decor. Adding to the successful two days was 
a tearoom offering homemade soup, quiche, sandwiches, salads, and desserts. Garden 
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Club members had become food-famous, with this event continuing in the following 
2015 and 2016 years. Every member of Garden Club was involved, spearheaded by 
Phyllis Neal, Carol McMillan, Glenda Harrison, Sharron Stoneham and Linda Goller. 

In 2015 Garden Club once again approached the County Judge and Commissioners 
Court concerning the deplorable condition of the 1919 former County Jail, an "eyesore" 
of the first order located beside our beautifully restored 1927 County Courthouse. Our 
thought was to restore this worthy old building as a Law Enforcement Museum and 
Texana Archival Library and Repository, celebrating the lives of early Alcaldes, Texas 
Rangers, Sheriffs, Highway Patrolmen, Game Wardens, Constables, and Justices of the 
Peace. The Judge and Commissioners loved our idea, voting unanimously to allow our 
Garden Club to proceed. Offering to once again fund the project with donations and 
grants, we contacted the Architecture Division of Texas Historical Commission for 
approval of Historical Architect Ray R. Stripling and Tim Marsh (restoration/ 
construction) to assist us in implementing this project. Completed in late 2016, the 
restored 1919 Jail Museum and Texana Library was rededicated in early 2017. Entire 
funding for the project of $300,000+ was raised by Garden Club through donations and 
other fund-raising efforts, and included historical material and artifacts connected to 
law enforcement in San Augustine County that had many "wild and wooly" days over 
the years, especially during the 1930s. 

Thanks to the efforts of San Augustine Garden Club and a diverse group of citizens 
during the years 2019 to 2024, a two-acre abandoned site located behind the San 
Augustine County Agri-Life and the Children's Advocacy Buildings, a most 
impressive "Sassafras Park" has been completed as a children's playground, walking 
trail, and recreational all-purpose park for the use and enjoyment for residents of all 
ages in San Augustine City and County. Assisted with a grant from Texas Parks and 
Wildlife, the new Sassafras Park will be dedicated in late 2025 or early 2026. 

Over the years, an occasional mention of the flower shows held in the past by San 
Augustine Garden Club and enjoyed by many of our members brought revival 
comments during the monthly meetings. During 2024, it was decided that "whoever 
would like to investigate the possibility of participating in a flower show" make her 
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interest known. Quite a few members wished to consider this thought, especially since 
it is currently being promoted by Texas Garden Clubs, Inc. 

Presidents serving during the very active years from the 1990s to 2024 included Sherry 
Jeanes, Teresa Mills, Bobbie Thompson, Jean Corbell, Doniece Smith, Barbara Home, 
Pam Fincher, Jan Fisher, Sharon Pollard, Sharon Bradberry, Linda Goller (Southern 
Zone Director), Betty Oglesbee, Mollie Litton, Tommie Thomas, Annette Dakhau, and 
Tammy Barbee. 

OTHER WORTHY ACHIEVEMENTS AND ACTIVITIES 

Closely associated with San Augustine Garden Club (with so many of our members 
being involved in both) is the Texas Main Street program, conducted through the Texas 
Historical Commission and supported locally by our City of San Augustine officials 
and personnel. Successfully operated since its inception in 2013, The San Augustine 
Main Street program has been frequently cited for recognition by the National Main 
Street Program over the past ten years. Many Garden Club members assisted with the 
Smithsonian Exhibit in 2024, when San Augustine was chosen the first of several cities 
in Texas for the traveling exhibit. Connected closely to that weeks-long prominent 
event was Ellen Reeder, member of San Augustine Garden Club, who provided an 
excellent new way to pay special notice to our small community through her Windows 
into History project. Filling 20-30 vacant spaces and interesting venues throughout 
town with excellent historical connections relating to the significant history of our 
local environs, complete with QR codes at each exhibit, was so impressive that Ellen 
Reeder and her friend Linda Alexander were invited to present a program about this 
exciting and innovative idea during the 2025 Real Places Conference held in Austin 
this past April, 2025. 

We've talked about receiving grants throughout this entire narrative. It should be 
known that having our own 501©(3) number as a designated member-club of TGC Inc. 
was essential in our success with receiving assistance in this way! Every Garden Club 
should take advantage of this opportunity to help each of their local communities 
through this avenue. 
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GARDEN CLUB MEMBERS MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

Seventy-seven years is a mighty long time, as the old saying goes! 

How in the world can we begin to talk about individual personalities and their 
contributions? First of all, we don't fuss, never have, never will. San Augustine 
Garden Club operates with a cohesive team mentality, with everyone "getting credit" 
for the success and accomplishments of our organization. This has been so since its 
founding in 1948. Certainly we acknowledge the efforts of individual members 
throughout the year, but always in the "we" theme of a united front and positive 
attitude. We have achieved success by operating under the committee system, with 
ideas fully developed before bringing to the entire club for discussion and decisions. 
For this reason, success happens. Perhaps this is why County Attorney Wesley Hoyt 
remarked awhile back (for front-page publication in the weekly San Augustine 
Tribune) ... "I'd rather oppose the Taliban, single handed, than to take on either the San 
Augustine Garden Club or the Volunteer Fire Department." 

During Spring 2025 (last year's programming) San Augustine Garden Club placed a 
Blue Star Memorial Marker on the south side of the 1833 San Augustine County 
Courthouse Square, facing El Camino Real de las Tejas National Historic Trail 
(Highway 21, Main Street), thus appropriately recognizing our Armed Forces with a 
program of military honors and speeches, acceptance by County Judge Jeff Boyd, and 
lunch afterward for 140 guests. Garden Club member Gail Roberts McGuire chaired 
the event, and all of us contributed with food and refreshments. 

So, we11 mention some of the others who should be noted from times past and recently 
as well: Garden Club members Mayor Alvis Juniel and County Judge Samye Johnson, 
both of whom did everything possible to help our efforts throughout their times in 
office ... Courthouse Square Christmas lighting under the capable direction of Celia 
Marshburn and Janice Moore ... President Tammy Barbee, owner of Texas Star Retail, 
who always kept up with ticket sales and information-sharing for the membership in 
her convenient location on Columbia Street ... Sharron Stoneham, Treasurer 
Extraordinaire for many recent years due to her experience with projects and programs. 
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... past Southern Zone Director Linda Goller, likely the most enthusiastic supporter 
Garden Club has ever had or ever will ... and members who were involved with the 
Courthouse and 1919 Jail restorations, including McXie Martin, Betty Oglesbee, and 
Kathie Haley ... and then there is a long list which includes Tommie Thomas, Mollie 
Litton, Annette Dashau, Sharon Bradberry, Jade Miller, Judy Stoneham, Cindi Caston, 
Phyllis Neal, and Vickie Bell, who keep their committees well-oiled and functioning 
in professional fashion ... Brittany Johnson Ford, Communications Director for Deep 
East Texas Electric Cooperative, and Rhonda Wood keep Facebook going for 
us ... President Carol McMillan handles the successful SAGC website ... Ellen Reeder 
continues with the Windows into History project, and San Augustine Public Library 
Director Celeste Rainey handles all events and projects between the Library and the 
Garden Club's Pink Lady. 

A SUMMARY, WITH SEVERAL FINAL COMMENTS 

Perhaps this is the time to "tie up a few loose ends" and mention a few programs, 
projects, and events not previously mentioned in this seemingly voluminous San 
Augustine Garden Club's 77-Year History! 

The first San Augustine Garden Club cookbook was compiled by the forty-five 
founding ladies and published in 1951 by the San Augustine Tribune, three years after 
the organization began. It is a treasure for all who are fortunate enough to still have a 
copy, filled with memorable recipes from the kitchens of San Augustine long, long ago. 
We celebrated Texas' Sesquicentennial with a cookbook in 1986. In 1998, our 50th 

Anniversary cookbook was published with recipe favorites from our club members. 
Our most recent cookbook was published in 2005, and still available for sale. We really 
should think about a new cookbook for America's 250th Birthday. Perhaps we will! 

Seems as if every successful fundraising event revolves around all our members 
cooking delicious recipes for the enjoyment of all. It appears we are legendary with 
these skills, as evidenced by our successful Political "Pies and More" Forums, and 
Chili suppers during the annual lighting of the Courthouse Square at Christmastime. 
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Over these many years our Garden Club has conducted plant sales, auctions, 
performed in dinner-theatres on many occasions, and presented fashion shows. Name 
it, and we've probably tried it! One of our especially enjoyable events was the year we 
sold crape myrtle trees on the Courthouse Square and called it  "Put Myrtle in 
Your Bed" ... an idea given to us by friends in Abilene, Texas. We sold hundreds of 
crape myrtles that year, creating a fun way of improving our East Texas landscape 
with beautiful, easy-care blooming plants. 

For the beginning of our 2025-2026 Garden Club year, the October planting of Texas 
wildflowers in front of the San Augustine Civic Center and Court of Nine Flags has 
brought new attention to Garden Club's efforts in improving and beautifying our local 
landscape. 

As mentioned earlier in this narrative, a new interest in conducting an Annual Flower 
Show has emerged, with eight of our members traveling to Jacksonville recently to 
participate with other clubs in this event. It appears this excitement will continue! 

As San Augustine Garden Club's 2025-2026 year moves along, the diversity of talents 
and qualities of leadership among our membership will persevere, as we focus upon 
the very achievable task of enhancing the already beautiful, natural environs of this 
Deep East Texas in which we are privileged to live. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Betty Oglesbee, Historian, San Augustine Garden Club 
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