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Happy Holidays!
| hope everyone has a GREAT Thanksgiving!

Thank you, Janella Garrett and the Texarkana Council of Garden Clubs, for a
wonderful Fall Meeting. The décor was so cute, good food and an interesting
program. Thank you, Rosebuds, for your help! | enjoyed the day.

The nominating committee, headed by Rita Thompson, presented the slate of Zone
Directors for the 2026-2028 term. They are: Shirley Baker — Northern Zone, Joyce
Price — Central Zone, and Fran Husley — Southern Zone. Thank you, ladies, for
volunteering!

Don’t forget to get your Presidents Report done and to your Zone Director by
January 15, 2026. All clubs need to fill one out even if it is not for competition.
The information you supply on these reports is needed for my report to State.

Please send the names of all members who have passed away since April to
Christine Fincher. This will be for the Memorial service at the Spring Convention.
Christine’s email is cgfincher9@icloud.com.

The Spring Convention will be held in Kilgore on March 5, 2026 and is hosted by
Evergreen and Civic Garden Clubs. | urge everyone to come and have a good time.
The registration form is in this newsletter.

If your club is having a special program, flower show or anything you would like open
to guests, please let me know. | would love to attend and would love to see others
come as well.

Thank you District lll for all the support you have given me and given to State. Itis
appreciated more than words can express. | am so very proud of y’all.

| hope everyone has a Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and a Happy New Year.
Kathi
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TREASURERS REPORT

NITA BEALE, District Il Treasurer

DISTRICT DUES: $25.00 PER CLUB — MAIL BEFORE SEPTEMBER 30™ TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR AWARDS
Checks Payable to: District 111, TGC

Address: Nita Beale, 610 Town Oaks Circle, Kilgore, TX 75662

GARDEN THERAPY CONTRIBUTIONS — Must be sent to Nita Beale by September 30th.

NOTE: Club Treasurer should indicate on the check how the funds are to be divided. To receive an Award, a Garden
Club must contribute at least $5.00 to each:

GARDEN THERAPY Projects.

Rusk State School

Lufkin State School

Camp Tyler

Bosher and Opportunities, Inc.

FYI1: All Club Rating Application Information is to be sent to:

Nancy Giffhorn

6107 Hidden Lake

Kingwood, Texas 77345

The following contributions may be sent at any time throughout the year: *For gold and silver clubs only

District 111 Scholarship Contributions should be sent to:
Debbie Gillispie

14279 CR 294

Arp, TX 75750

Texas Garden Club Botanical Garden/Ina Brundrett Azalea Garden Contributions should be sent to:

Nita Beale

610 Town Oaks CR

Kilgore, TX 75662

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: TJC
nitabeale@icloud.com

Flower Show Contributions:
Pam Sykes

210 Bay Court

Hemphill, TX 75948

State Dues
DUES are DUE April 1st to May 31st and are delinquent after June 1st. Clubs must be in good standing with all dues
paid by the due dates to receive awards.

State Dues for Clubs: $8.00 per member, regardless of status — includes active, associate and life members.
Includes roster of members, addresses, zip codes, phone numbers and emails. Your subscriptions to the Lone Star
Gardner and National are included in your State Dues. Make checks payable to TGC, Inc, and mail to:

TGC, Inc.

3111 Old Garden Road

Fort Worth, TX 76107-3498

IRS 990-N Form reports from each club are due June 1st through October 15t — Deadline is October 15th.

Please note new IRS changes as of January, 2023 — you must create a new online ID with either a login.gov or an
ID.me account
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PRE-CONVENTION PARTY!

Some convention attendees rounded up a day early for
a pre-convention celebration. These ladies know how
to kick up their heels and have a good time!

Linda Jean Brown and Donna Hale. Cowgirls deluxe!

Melanie Mason-Spence (right), Oklahoma State President,
joined the party with Virginia McNeill, Eleanor Floeck, Sherie
Clarkson and Denise Hilburn.
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After the tour and tree
Bobbie Mason read the dedication, we were treated
Arbor Day Proclamation as a to a wonderful buffet of food!
Bigtooth Maple tree was
dedicated to President Linda
Jean Brown.
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Headquarters Tour Cont’d.

Look what | found on the in the back

Sarah McReynolds and Denise Hilburn garden! The beautiful walkway is filled
with these treasures! The next time
you’re near Fort Worth, it’s worth the trip
to go look around the headquarters.

Sarah McReynolds treated us
to a tour of the grounds.

Gwen DeWitt steps out in
her usual flair!!
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CONVENTION WORKSHOP

Paula Copty-Duplant and Janice Moore wrangled most of us to a fascinator workshop. Thank
you both for your hard work!
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District Ill was represented by: (L to R) — Paula Copty-Duplant, Christine Fincher, Donna
Hale, Rhonda Wood, Janice Moore, Kathi Sivess and Virginia McNeill, Kathy Tanner and
Linda Jean Brown.
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DISTRICT Ill Meeting — Texarkana

“Nature’s Paintbrush: Planting With A Purpose”
November 6, 2025
Hosted By The Northern Zone Garden Clubs

Northern Zone clubs hosted a wonderful convention for District Ill. Good food,
education and decorations were plentiful as well as a fun time! Thank you, Janella
Garrett, for coordinating this event!

Come join us at the next one! Registration forms are available in this issue.

L to R: Kathi Siviess, Virginia McNeill, Janice Moore, Kathy Tanner, Rhonda Wood

The ladies of Linden Garden Club

We were treated to a talk on wild birds
by Penny Wilkerson, Parks & Wildlife
Biologist
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PRESIDENT’S TRAVELS

Linda Jean Brown enjoyed dinner with Pionette Garden Club.

Chef Scott Thompson and his wife Paula, graciously opened their home
and beautiful surroundings for this awesome auction dinner item.
President Tara Lee Sayler, guitarist and singer, performed for the group.
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Linden Garden Club
celebrated their 90™
anniversary on November
17, 2025. Founded in
1935, they continue thrive.
Their Open House was
held at their building in
Linden and the public was
invited. The club was
decorated in their
signature colors of green
and pink and exhibits were
displayed from past club
scrapbooks. Punch, nuts
and cookies were served
and there was a visit from
the Cass County Judge,
Travis Ransom.

Congratulations to 90
wonderful years!!

Winter, 2025

LINDEN GARDEN CLUB
CELEBRATES 90 YEARS!!

L to R: Club President, Patricia
Nichols, Marsha Thomas and
Sandie Langford

Long-time member,
Laura Penny
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On Friday Oct. 24, 2025, the Arp Garden Club completed a meaningful project. They
updated and beautified the memorial site dedicated to fallen Arp K-9 officers.

This special area, located in the Arp City Park, holds three engraved stones honoring the
loyal service and sacrifice of Arp’s K-9 heroes. Over time, the site had weathered the
area, so the members joined together to restore it.

Arp Garden Club is proud to honor the memory of these faithful K-9 officers who served
our community with courage and devotion.

Phillip Smith and Pam Lowery
Left to right, Connie Davis, Jackie Calicutt, Ginny Clark,

Arp Chief of Police, Kathy Stroupe, Debbie Gillispie, Pam
Lowery, and Tammy Smith.

Kathy Stroupe, Pam Lowery, Connie Davis, and Debbie Taliaferro and Ginny Clark

Tammy Smith
13
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WINNERS

Newton Garden Club is happy to announce two winners in the National Garden Clubs, Inc Youth

Poetry Contest:

Liam Hopson, 5th Grade is the 3rd place Winner with his poem "Bountiful Garden for All".

Jessah Semons, 9th Grade is the First Place Winner with her poem, "Food We Take for Granted".

Here are the winning entries.

Bountiful Garden for All
| went to dig potatoes,

| also picked tomatoes,

I wanted to see

What was in my rows.

Squash, cucumbers, melons, too.

Mustard greens, eggplants. Peppers, whew!
| like to explore my garden.

| love having something to do.

With soil between my toes,
The plants beneath my nose,
There was a bounty of beautiful colors

Plenty to share with family, friends, and foes.

Liam Hopson

Sponsoring Club: Newton Garden Club
Texas Garden Clubs, Inc.

South Central Region

14



District lll Newsletter

Food We Take for Granted

| plowed the ground to make a garden
My writing skills you must pardon.
After seeing all the vegetables | planted,

| realized how much we take are food for granted.

I realized | can get food any hour,

Many others are eating anything they can devour,
So I've decided to donate this year’s crop
Hoping the number of hungry people might drop.

Jessah Semons
Sponsored by Newton Garden Club

Texas Garden Clubs, Inc.
South Central Region
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Newton Garden Club, Cont’d...

Debbie Pennington and this hard-working crew have gotten the grounds of the Powell
Hotel looking better. More to come with that ongoing work.
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Hemphill Garden Club
members gathered in
Milam, Texas to do their
annual decorating of
the stage area and the
Causey House for
Milam’s Settlers Days
which is held the Friday
and Saturday before
Thanksgiving. They
were there spreading
holiday cheer and
selling their much-
anticipated pecans!
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Juanita Robinson, President of Six Mile Garden Club is joined by members Deb Smith (left)
and Kathy Tanner (right) at Hemphill Elementary’s Halloween Fest. Other members helped
throughout the day. Several community vendors were there handing out treats and toys to
the kids. We had a great time!
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A Prayer for the Flood Victims and Families

Dear God, Our Heavenly Father,

Please hear our prayer as the nation grieves
with Kerr County and surrounding areas as
they wait for the news of their loved ones
who were swept away in the horrific waters
July 4, 2025. We pray Father for the families
whose children and loved ones have been
found as they grieve and try to make sense
of this.

We pray for those families that are anxiously
waiting for word on their loved ones. Father, we
know that you are in total control of the
universe, and we just pray for peace,
understanding, patience, and guidance as these
families wake up each morning
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Ribbons won:

Cannabis lily specimen
1Sl

Award of Merit rosette

Horticulture excellence
Root beer specimen
1Sl

Arboreal rosette
Rice paper specimen
1Sl

Drift rosette
1st
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Autumn in the Piney Woods, Cont’d...
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Rhonda Wooad’s Famous
Purnpkin Ghill

You’re welcome....!
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