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Dear District Il Garden Club Members,

Welcome to spring! As the trees begin to bloom and our landscapes turn green, it is a
beautiful time across District IIl. | hope this new season finds you energized and looking
forward to the months ahead!

Our Spring Convention in Kilgore was a tremendous success and one of thealtesided
conventions we have had. Thank you to everyone who played a role in making it such a
memorable event. Special thanks go to Jennifer Brown, Lynn Perry, the Evergreendbard
Club, and the Civic Garden Club for their dedication and hard wérkour efforts truly paid
off. You didan EXCELLENT job!

I would also like to thank Judith Bussey for installing our new Zone Directors, and to
express my sincere appreciation to Janice Moore, Joyce Price, and Janella Garrett for th
support throughout my administration. | could not have done this job withgat. | am
pleased to welcome Fran Hulsey, Joyce Price, and Shirley Baker as our new Zone Direc
and | look forward to working with each of you.

Headquarters has emailed updated rosters to all District 11l Presidents. If you have not
received yours, please check with your Treasurer. If it is still missing, contact Headquarté
to request another copy and be sure to check your spam folder. Pleasennber that dues
are due on or before May 31, 2026.

If your club has any upcoming milestones or special events, please email me the dates s
they can be shared with the district.

Beginning June 1st, c¢clubs may start fil
15th. If you need assistance with this process, please feel free to calllméll be happy to
help.

Thank you to the Rayburn Bloomers Garden Club for volunteering to host the Fall Board
Meeting in November. | hope everyone will make plans to attend; it promises to be a fun
productive gathering.

The Tyler Area Council of Garden Clubs, along with the Center Garden Club, will host a
flower show on October-2, 2026, in Center. If you are interested in participating, please
contact Janice Moore at 936751072.

Looking ahead, the SoutitCentral Region Spring Convention will be held April 229, 2026,
in San Antonio at the Menger Hotel. District Il will be providing a raffle basket and three
door prizes, and | hope many of you will be able to attend. In additite, Texas Garden
Clubs, Inc. Spring Convention will take place April ®, 2026, in Houston. Registration
information will be included in this newsletter.

Pleasedo notforget the summer workshop in Lufkin on June 9th. Look ftine registration
form included in this newsletter, and | extend my thanks to the Dogwood Garden Club fol
hosting. | am looking forward to attending.

If there is anything | can do to help your club, please do not hesitate to reach out. | woulc
|l ove to attend your meetings whenever p|
best it can be. | look forward to a wonderful year ahead!

Kathi Sivess
District Il Director
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TREASURERS REPORT
NI TA BEALE, Di strict Il Treasurer

DI STRICT :32BS 00 PERMACLUBEFORE SEPTHMBBE 0| GI BLE FOR AWARDS
Checks Pababteito:I 11, TGC
Address: Nita Beale, 610 Town Oaks Circle, Kilgore, TX 75662

GARDEN THERAPY CONTRI BIUSt ONB sent to NitdhBeale by September 30
NOTE: Club Treasurer should indicate oTno trheec ecihveec ka nh oAw atrhde, fau nGlasr daerne Clou bb
$5.00 to each:
GARDEN THERXAPOY] ects. Rusk State School
in
er

Luf k State School Camp Tyl er
Bosh and Opportunities, Inc.

FYIAlIl Club Rating Application Information is to be sent to:
Nancy Giffhorn
6107 Hidden Lake

Kingwood, Texas 77345
The following contributions may b*Fcrengolad anodnldyiilmeert halowlmshout the year:

District |11l Scholarship Contributions should be sent to:
Debbie Gillispie

14279 CR 294
575

Arp, TX 7 0

Texas Garden Club Botanical Garden/ I na Brundrett Azalea Garden Contribut
Nita Beal e

610 Town Oaks CR Kilgore, TX 75662

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: DI STRI CT I 11 (NOTEbknbaeBrohdondt tomn Memo section

FIl ower Show Contributions:
Paul a Eoupptlyan't
222 Wi nfHream hDrl715,9 4T8X

Copty7@yahoo. com
(409)1B8493

State Dues

DUES are DUEoAMBiInAL are del i ngul€ntubasf tmearstJbree i h goopaisd abyi ngewduéd daie
awar ds.

State Dues for Clubs: $8.00iprc|l mdembeaotrefghedmémbeos. stactlusdes ramisger o
codes, phone numbeurs sawmkdstemmblptkisa s ar Gardner and NationaMakeechecksdpdya
TGC, Il nc, and mai l t o:

TGC, I nc.

3111 Ol d Garden Road
Fort Worth-3498 76107

| RS -8l9Borm reports from &&dh owlghb Caht @dedeildenesitdct ober 15

Please note new | RS 20RBn@ge smuast odr edamtneraa ynew onl i neDl Bewatboent her a | og



mailto:nitabeale@icloud.com
mailto:Copty7@yahoo.com

District Il Newsletter Spring, 2026

DISTRICT Il MEETING
MARCH 5, 2026
KILGORE, TEXAS
Hosted By Evergreen and Civic Garden Clubs

The Tyler Area Councprovided samples of
flower show designs More clubs are
becoming more interested in reviving the
original roots of the garden club Contact
Janice Moore fo more information on having
your club members participate.
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Faith, Flowers, § Friends

=N

.‘ 7.1:7 ~ 5

Distyvict (I = »a..m N3

Spring Convention o ) )
| GW] ¢l 1T yuwodeHkt WAI 13t
2026 congratulates Debbie Gillispie (left) after she
learns that shehas been nominated forGarden
Club Member of the Year! We will berooting for
her at the State Convention when the winner is
announced!

NEW ZONE DIRECTORS

From left to right: Joge Price (Centrd Zone
Director), Kathi Sivess (Director), Fran Hulsey
(new Southern Zone Director), an&hirley Baker
(new Northern Zone Director) Welcome Ladies!!
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We were entertained at the District lliconvention by Tammy Whitehurst with a perfect combination of laughs
and spiritual talk to lift our spirits. Thank you TammyYou made our dy complete. If you ever get the
opportunity to see her, you will not be disappointedl

Pictured top row(l to r): Rita Thompson, \fginia McNeill, TammyWhitehurst (center), Kathi Sivess and
Debbie Gillispie

Bottom row (I to r): Nita Beale, Rhada Wood, KathyTanner,and Christine Fincher

Can yousaythat we had a fun time?
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District ll Spring Convention
March &5, 2026
Districl llf Awards Brochure
(2025 Award Year)
Kilgore, TX

Red-tailed Hawks soar above open
fields, slowly turning circles on their
broad, rounded wings. Other times
you'll see them atop telephone
poles, eyes fixed on the ground to
calch the movements of a vole or a
rabbit, or simply waiting out cold
weather before climbing a thermal
updraft into the sky."

Roadrunners are renowned far their
incredible running abilities. They can
achieve speeds of up to 26 mph (42
kph) and maintain a steady pace of 15
to 20 miles per hour (24 to 32
kilometers per hour) for extended
periods.

Complied by: Virginia McNeiil
Districtlll 27 ¥ P. - Awards Chairman
2025-2028
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Dear District Il Garden Club Members,

A little bit of sugar, a little bit of spice and a whole of patience make for a great
friendship. A little bit of sun, a little bit of soil, and a little bit of water make for great
plants.

To each and every garden club in our district: thank you for reaching out and helping
your communities with plant sales, flower shows, and involving the children in our
poetry, sculpture, and art contests.

Every club in our district does something for their community and even though all do
not apply for the awards, your contributions are appreciated.

Congratulations to all of the winners! Next year let's hope more of the clubs in our
district will let their light shine and apply for some of the available awards.

Sincerely,
Virginia McNeill
Virginia McNeil!

District lll 29 Vice Director -Awards
2025-2026
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District lll Convention "Plant Texas-Growing Gardens and Friendships"
Kilgore, Texas
District lll Awards Competition
Listed by: Contest Name For
Award Year 2025

TGC Arbor Day

1%t San Augustine Garden Club (Bronze Club)
1% Frankston Garden Club (Green Club)
TGC Art-Photography Award

TGC Backyard Wildlife Habitat

TGC Butterfly Preservation
1st Arp Garden Club

TGC Club History
TGC Club Program

TGC Community Concern
1t Arp Garden Club

TGC Community Service Award & Projects
Mary Badham Kittel Conservation Award
TGC Delegate’s Report

Flower Show Achievement Award

TGC Flower Shower Schedule Award

Plant Society Show Schedule

TGC Habitat for Humanity

TGC Horticulture Award of Merit

TGC Landscape Design Consultants Council
TGC Landscape Pocket Garden

1%t Arp Garden Club

TGC President Report

10
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15t Newton Garden Club (Bronze Club)
18t Arp Garden Club (Green Club)
18t Rayburn Bloomers Garden Club (Silver Club)

TGC Gold Scrapbook

TGC Green Scrapbook
18t Arp Garden Club

TGC Wildflower Preservation
18t Arp Garden Club

November-December Award
18t Arp Garden Club (Green Club)
1%t San Augustine Garden Club (Bronze Club)

Yearbook — Award

1%t Evergreen Garden Club (Bronze Club)
1%t Pionette Garden Club (Silver Club)

18t Arp Garden Club (Green Club)

YOUTH AWARDS
TGC Youth Scuipture

TGC Poetry Contest

The Overall Winners of the Poetry Contest are:
15t Jeannie Davison -Newton Garden Club

2"d Callie Brown- Arp Garden Club

3" Sophia Lowery — Arp Garden Club

Arp Garden Club
12 Grade

1st Marrissa Vanover
11* Grade

1st Callie Brown
10* Grade

18t Gracie Nichols
3" Preslee Correa
HM Lucan Enrique
6" Grade

1t Carter Brown

5t Grade

1%t Alyssa Cook

2" Bentley Correa
3 Adelynn Glaspie
3" Grade

1t Sophia Lowery
2" Lyneigh Moore

11
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Newton Garden Club
10t Grade

2" Jessah Semons
8t Grade

18t Jemmah Semons
2" Jeannie Davison
34 Jason Flower
7™ Grade

1t Madisyn Dupre
2" Owen Davison
6t Grade

2" Liam Hopson

3" Samuel Davison
HM Evie Pollock

Smokey Bear/Woodsy Owl Poster Contest

Arp Garden Club

1%t Grade

1%t Blakeley Haskins
2" Mia Green

3" Grade

2" Abby Howard

4 Grade

3 Jocelyn Nemanic
HM Jana Belle Yancy
HM Austin Grandgeorge
HM Poppy Russell

HM Linlee Massey

5% Grade

3" Jazmine Hernandez
HM Bentley Correa
HM Emma Ving

HM Leslia Haywood
HM Brileigh Spain

Grapeland Garden Club
4* Grade

1%t Grace Bailey
2" Gracesyn Ford
HM Nolan Laws
HM Jewel Glover
HM lvy Rich

5% Grade

1%t Rider Craig

2" Nicole Marr
HM Zaylee Gray
HM Ella Place

12
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HM Carly Sambrano

Linden Garden Club
1%t Grade

3 Blayze Hankins
HM Delilah Roquemore
HM Nature White

2" Grade

18t Kaci Stryk

2" Maci Eversult

3" Clara Eads

3" Grade

18! Yolanda Ugalde
3" Elena Martinez
HM Abril Galvan

4" Grade

HM Seamus Fleming
HM Karma Green
HM Layla Stephens
5t Grade

HM Sofia Odhiambo
HM Cora Whatley
HM Taverian Wilson

Newton Garden Club
4 Grade

HM Colt Dowdy

HM Andy Desormeaux
HM Miracle Gatson
HM Lauren Gunter
HM Juliah Semons

5t Grade

HM Raegan Blankenbaker
HM Ruby Davison

HM Zackary Dupre
HM Caedyn Johnson
HM Lizzy Navarette

Red Tail Hawk Contest

Arp Garden Club

1%t Grade

18t Saul Luna

2" Aelynn Woodall Taliaferro
3" Mia Green

2" Grade

15t Aiden McPherson

4" Grade

18t Jana Belle

13



District Il Newsletter Spring, 2026

5 Grade
18t Jazmine Hernandez

Roadrunner Contest

Arp Garden Club
5% Grade

18t Alyssa Cook
2" Rylee Foster
7th Grade

1%t Sydney Weis

14
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District lll Awards Competitive & Non-Competitive Awards
Listed by: Garden Club Name
For Award Year: 2025

Arp Garden Club

1st Arp Garden Club- Butterfly Preservation
18t Arp Garden Club- Community Concern
1%t Arp Garden Club- Landscape Pocket Garden
1%t Arp Garden Club (Green Club)-President’s Report
1t Arp Garden Club (Green Club Scrapebook)
18t Arp Garden Club- Wiidfiower Preservation
18t Arp Garden Club (Green Club)-November-December Award
1%t Arp Garden Club (Green Club)-Yearbook Award
Arp Garden Club- Youth Poetry

12 Grade

18t Marrissa Vanover

11* Grade

1%t Callie Brown (2™ Overall Winner)

10" Grade

1%t Gracie Nichols

3" Preslee Correa

HM Lucan Enrique

6" Grade

1%t Carter Brown

5t Grade

1%t Alyssa Cook

2" Bentley Correa

31 Adelynn Glaspie

3" Grade

1t Sophia Lowery (3™ Overall Winner)

2" | yneigh Moore

Smokey Bear/Woodsey Owl Poster Contest
Arp Garden Club

1%t Grade

1%t Blakeley Haskins

2" Mia Green

3 Grade

2" Abby Howard

4" Grade

3 Jocelyn Nemanic

HM Jana Belle Yancy

HM Austin Grandgeorge

HM Poppy Russell

HM Linlee Massey

5t Grade

34 Jazmine Hernandez

HM Bentley Correa

HM Emma Ving

HM Leslia Haywood

HM Brileigh Spain

15
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Arp Garden Club-Red Tail Hawk
1%t Grade

1%t Saul Luna

2" Aelynn Woodall Taliaferro

3 Mia Green

2" Grade

18t Aiden McPherson

4™ Grade

18t Jana Belle

5% Grade

18t Jazmine Hernandez

Arp Garden Club- Roadrunner Contest
5t Grade

1st Alyssa Cook

2" Rylee Foster

7th Grade

1t Sydney Weis

Garden Therapy

Evergreen Garden Club

1st Evergreen Garden Club (Bronze Club)-Yearbook Award
Garden Therapy

Headquarters Endowment Fund

Blaschke Endowment Fund

Headquarters Scholarship Fund

Headquarters Building Maintenance

Headquarters General Office Fund

Brookwood Community

Center Garden Club
Garden Therapy
Seeds for Life

Civic Garden Club
Garden Therapy

Dogwood Garden Club-New Boston
Garden Therapy

Dogwood Garden Club-Palestine

Blue & Gold Star Marker

Blasche Landscape Endowment Fund

President’s Book -Virginia McNeill

Headquarters Building Maintenance

Headquarters Wildscape, Landscapes, Pocket Gardens
Brookwood Community

Keystone Heritage Park

Seeds for Life

16
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Riverside Nature Center
Garden Therapy

Frankston Garden Club
1%t Frankston Garden Club (Green Club)-Arbor Day

Gateway Garden Club
Garden Therapy

Grapeland Garden Club

Garden Therapy

Headquarters Building Maintenance
Arbor Day

Camp Tyler

Fort Parker State Park

Grapeland Garden Club-Smokey Bear/Woodsey Owl Poster
4 Grade

18t Grace Bailey

2" Gracesyn Ford

HM Nolan Laws

HM Jewel Glover

HM lvy Rich

5% Grade

18t Rider Craig

2" Nicole Marr

HM Zaylee Gray

HM Ella Place

HM Carly Sambrano

Jacksonville Garden Club

Headquarters Wildscape, Landscape, Pocket Garden
Headquarters General Office Fund

President’s Book-President

Natural Disaster NGC

Seeds for Life

Texas A&M Forest Service’

Linden Garden Club

Garden Therapy

Linden Garden Club-Smokey Bear/Woodsey Owl Poster
15t Grade

3" Blayze Hankins

HM Delilah Roquemore

HM Nature White

2" Grade

1%t Kaci Stryk
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2™ Maci Eversult

3" Clara Eads

3" Grade

18! Yolanda Ugalde
3" Elena Martinez
HM Abril Galvan

4" Grade

HM Seamus Fleming
HM Karma Green
HM Layla Stephens
5t Grade

HM Sofia Odhiambo
HM Cora Whatley
HM Taverian Wilson

Newton Garden Club

15t Newton Garden Club (Bronze Club)-President’s Report
Garden Therapy

Newton Garden Club-Youth Poetry
10* Grade

2" Jessah Semons

8" Grade

18t Jemmah Semons

2" Jeannie Davison-(1%t Overall Winner)
3" Jason Flower

7™ Grade

1t Madisyn Dupre

2" Owen Davison

6" Grade

2" Liam Hopson

3 Samuel Davison

HM Evie Pollock

Newton Garden Club-Smokey Bear/Woodsey Owl Poster
4™ Grade

HM Colt Dowdy

HM Andy Desormeaux

HM Miracle Gatson

HM Lauren Gunter

HM Juliah Semons

5t Grade

HM Raegan Blankenbaker

HM Ruby Davison

HM Zackary Dupre

HM Caedyn Johnson

HM Lizzy Navarette

Pine Tree Garden Club
Garden Therapy

18
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Pionette Garden Club

18! Pionette Garden Club (Silver Club)-Yearbook Award
Endowment Fund

Scholarship Fund

Dottie Sivess Scholarship Fund

Headquarters Building Maintenance

Headquarters Office Fund

Headquarters Landscape/Wildscape/Pocket Gardens
President’'s Book-Tara Salyer

Arbor Day

Brookwood Community

Brookwood In Georgetown

Keystone Heritage Park

Texas Disaster Relief

Seeds for Life

Rayburn Bloomers Garden Club
Garden Therapy

Arbor Day

Birdseed Fund

Library Fund

Brookwood Community
Brookwood in Georgetown

Camp Tyler

Gardens at Texas A&M University
Keystone Heritage Park

Natural Disaster

Texas Disaster Relief

Nature Conservancy of Texas
Riverside Nature Center

Seeds for Life

Texas A&M Forestry Service

Fort Parker State Park

Rose Garden Club
Riverside Nature Center
Headquarters Building Maintenance

San Augustine Garden Club
1%t San Augustine Garden Club (Bronze Club)-Arbor Day

Six Mile Garden Club
Garden Therapy

Complied by:

Virginia McNeill

District lll Vice Director- Awards Chairman Information
Furnished by Committee Chairs 2025-2026

19
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Al 13t BT WDUme 210t

Linda JedamdBraowremar kabl e time in Cross Pl
District VIiflolurCapdgudssns Ahmngel o, Col eman, C
and Abi lhegar pTbheweer e i n at tfgoppubngcéeadi es f |
Abi |l Eheir words of wisdom to pass :on to t
Joyce Tal J"ely laogvee %5 | earn about the desic

people are the members of garden clubs. ™
Shirl ey Mor"rTorme abgiegg@elst |joy you will ever
Naoma Par k$SAagee&8nd thumb is a dirty thumb

Fi ngad %Yy agmoung Jun'eCobnssteersv atfiloomweafs wisl dvery

especdladdg the highways. Be&i ng out in nat.:
Al ong wiffbuhbesodkbatdeastare TGC, I nc. Presi
and Abil ene Garden Club President Susan B

Abilene Garden Club for celebrating 90 years of beautifying their community.

20
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Donk forget to pick upone
(or more) ofthese kitchen
towels for Linda Jearms
fundraiser. They are
beautiful and abargainat
$12.50 each Pick one up
for you and onefor a
friend!!
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TYLER AREA COUNCIL

Elkhart, Texas

January 13-14, 2026
wa ;

The Tyler Area Council met

to discuss the revival of
garden club po
Several clubs were
represented at the workshop
and interest i
appears to be growing. If

your club is considering the
idea, contact Janice Moore

for more information. We are
here to help!!
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Nox EAW AE WwW9o9sgd 9f xW~EE

FEBRUARY 3, 2026

cS§ENE?W70allcE~AcfxxW] A?2E wW9xO

Hemphill Garden Club hosted the February Smeeting of the Tyler Area CouncilThe topic of Janice Moore, President of Tyler Area Council

was promoting flower shows across the District The attendees were treated to great food and lots of lively discussion on flower shows and
RURI Vet RUNDWaé WWRUqWI Ut qUWRUWAG2 At Wa YHENDY WAE HE WY Wqs JWY!I RNRU¢ G Wl YY
Consider bringing some of your members to the next TAC meeting that will be held at the Arp Garden Club in Apaine find out what all

the excitement is about!!

Thanks to Nancy Vincent for Belinda Escoubas and Linda Johnson Gwen Borel puts heffinishing
these delicious cupcakes!! prepare the great food! touches on the food table.

*» *BLESS

MERICA

—_——

Judith Bussey (L) and Paula Coptpuplant (R)

Linda Jean Brown discusses garden club topics with - - ) -
discuss flower show judging strategies.

Arp Garden Club.

23
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October 1-2, 2026

at the Community House

425 San Augustine St., Center, Texas

Beautiful Floral Displays - Autunun Arrangements - Harvest Designs

——— Exhibitors Welcome!

25
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District Il New Officer  Workshop
Northern, Central, Southern Zones

Tuesday June 09, 202 6

Dogwood Garden Club Lufkin will be hosting the annual summer workshop. The
workshop is held in the summer every yearand is open to all District Il garden club
members. Thep r o g r rmamosus is for educating new officers of their duties. Also,
there will be discussions that will benefit your club® awards and flower show chairs.
We will be focusing on the forms forthe p r e s i depornt &and the fhow tooof filling
them out. Information for new treasures and awards chairman will also be discussed.
District Ill board members will be attending to answer your questions. One or more
flower show judges will also be in attendance for any questions.

Hosting Club: Dogwood Garden Club

Meeting Location: St. Cyprians Episcopal Church
919 John Redditt Dr.

Lufkin, Tx.75904

9:30 am - Registration

10:00 am - General Assembly Speakers, open forum for your questions
Lunch to follow

Workshop and luncheon $20.00

RSVP is required, thank you.
RSVP: Janice Moore(936-675-1072) call or text

Make checks payable to:

Dogwood Garden Club
c/o Claire Coziar
24 Red Oak Lane
Lufkin, Tx. 75904

26
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WORKDAY AT HEADQUARTERS

Dear All,

Dallas Council is planning to come 3/24/26 to TGC HQ and we will be having a working day for

all. This will be the first workday of spring and so there will be lots to do. Highlights are weeds,
pruning as needed, trail clearing (weeds and limbs), and mulch to beds and walkways. Any help will
be appreciated. We always have stuff to do.

Typical workdays are 8-1 but you can come for part of the time. Each person should bring their own
beverage of choice and snacks/lunch. We no longer store bottled water at the building as the water
supply has been tested and is fine for drinking. | believe Linda Jean is planning to try to bring a few
bottled waters, and | usually have a batch of cookies to share.

Weather temps look good for next Tuesday and no rain is predicted.

Dr. Heather White

27
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SOUTH CENTRAL REGION GARDEN CLUBS
ANNUAL MEETING & CONVENTION
“PLANT AMERICA”

See How We Grow
Tuesday April 28 — Wednesday April 29
at the Historic Menger Hotel

TGC Inc. District VIl is Host for the South-Central Region Convention

Join us for a taste of Fiesta and a Texas style Barbeque. It's your chance to see
garden friends from our sister states [NM, TX, OK, & AR).

We have some great vendors for your shopping experience.

Tuesday is Fiesta Day!

Tuesday is your chance to glide down the San Antonio River on a barge and
experience the Ambiance and History of Old San Antonio. After which we return
to the Menger for lunch and a program on Lavender.

Experience the excitement of creating your own Resurrection Plant Garden at a
workshop led by Paula Copty-Duplant.

Dress in Fiesta wear to enjoy dinner followed by Wendy Osburn CFD, Director of
Texas AEM University's Benz School of Floral Design.

Wednesday is Western Day — Texas Style!
We start the day with the SCR General Business Meeting and Awards
Presentation.
Learn about Orchids at lunch on Wednesday.
In honor of the 2500 Anniversary of the United States of America we will have a
Red, White and Blue Workshop led by Denise Hilburn.
District VII will host a reception for our NGC President and SCR Director — join
the fun and meet our leaders!
Wear your Red, White and Blue Texas bling for a Texas Barbeque with a program
on the Blue Star Memorial Program!
Join us for some Texas Hospitality!
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