
 

 

  

Spring, 2026                                     Dear District III Garden Club Members, 

Welcome to spring! As the trees begin to bloom and our landscapes turn green, it is a 

beautiful time across District III. I hope this new season finds you energized and looking 

forward to the months ahead! 

Our Spring Convention in Kilgore was a tremendous success and one of the best-attended 

conventions we have had. Thank you to everyone who played a role in making it such a 

memorable event. Special thanks go to Jennifer Brown, Lynn Perry, the Evergreen Garden 

Club, and the Civic Garden Club for their dedication and hard workðyour efforts truly paid 

off. You did an EXCELLENT job!  

I would also like to thank Judith Bussey for installing our new Zone Directors, and to 

express my sincere appreciation to Janice Moore, Joyce Price, and Janella Garrett for their 

support throughout my administration. I could not have done this job without you. I am 

pleased to welcome Fran Hulsey, Joyce Price, and Shirley Baker as our new Zone Directors, 

and I look forward to working with each of you. 

Headquarters has emailed updated rosters to all District III Presidents. If you have not 

received yours, please check with your Treasurer. If it is still missing, contact Headquarters 

to request another copy and be sure to check your spam folder. Please remember that dues 

are due on or before May 31, 2026. 

If your club has any upcoming milestones or special events, please email me the dates so 

they can be shared with the district. 

Beginning June 1st, clubs may start filing their 990Nôs. The deadline for filing is October 

15th. If you need assistance with this process, please feel free to call meðI will be happy to 

help. 

Thank you to the Rayburn Bloomers Garden Club for volunteering to host the Fall Board 

Meeting in November. I hope everyone will make plans to attend; it promises to be a fun and 

productive gathering. 

The Tyler Area Council of Garden Clubs, along with the Center Garden Club, will host a 

flower show on October 1-2, 2026, in Center. If you are interested in participating, please 

contact Janice Moore at 936-675-1072. 

Looking ahead, the South-Central Region Spring Convention will be held April 27ï29, 2026, 

in San Antonio at the Menger Hotel. District III will be providing a raffle basket and three 

door prizes, and I hope many of you will be able to attend. In addition, the Texas Garden 

Clubs, Inc. Spring Convention will take place April 7ï9, 2026, in Houston. Registration 

information will be included in this newsletter. 

Please do not forget the summer workshop in Lufkin on June 9th. Look for the registration 

form included in this newsletter, and I extend my thanks to the Dogwood Garden Club for 

hosting. I am looking forward to attending. 

If there is anything I can do to help your club, please do not hesitate to reach out. I would 

love to attend your meetings whenever possible. Together, letôs make District III the very 

best it can be. I look forward to a wonderful year ahead! 

Kathi Sivess 

District III Director  
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District III Officers 

Theme:  Plant Texas т Growing Gardens and Friendships 

 

 

Director:     Kathi Sivess 
     4711 Michelle Dr. 
     Arlington, TX 76016 
     817-313-3271 
     kathi.sivess@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
First Vice Director:   Christine Fincher 
     212 County Rd 3107 
     Jacksonv9ille, TX 75766 
     903-714-5985 
     Cgfincher9@icloud.com 
 
 
Second Vice Director   Virginia McNeill 
     507 Drexel 
     Palestine, TX 75803 
     903-729-1589 (h) 903-724-0643 (c) 
     vvixen1@embarqmail.com 
 
 
Third Vice Director    Debbie Gillispie 
     14279 County Road 294 
     Arp, TX 75950 
     903-859-8644 (h) 903-521-1556 (c) 
     debbiegillispie1@gmail.com 
 
 
Recording Secretary   Rhonda Wood 
     2952 St. Hwy 21E 
     San Augustine, TX 75972 
     972-978-7469 
     rara411@yahoo.com 
 
 
Corresponding Secretary:   Kathy Tanner 
     518 Holly Bay Circle 
     Hemphill, TX 75948 
     512-963-4841 
     ktanner59@gmail.com 
 
 
Treasurer:    Nita Beale 
     610 Town Oaks Cir. 
     Kilgore, TX 75662 
     903-981-3251 (c) 
     nitabeale@icloud.com 
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Parliamentarian:    Rita Thompson 
     985 FM 850 W 
     Overton, TX 75684 
     903-657-6770 (h) 903-738-1028 (c) 
     thomprt1947@aol.com 
 
 
Trustee:     Virginia McNeill 
     507 Drexel 
     Palestine, TX 75803 
     903-729-1589 (h) 903-724-0643 (c) 
     vvixen1@embarqmail.com 
 
 
Northern Zone Director:   Shirley Baker 
     101 Virginia St. 
     Linden, TX 75563 
     903-399-0572 
     Bakshall72@yahoo.com 
 
 
Central Zone Director:   Joyce Price 
     1521 Rice Rd. #K101 
     Tyler, TX 75703 
     903-705-2994 
     joyceprc052@gmail.com 
 
 
Southern Zone Director:   Fran Hulsey 
     265 Pinetree Lane South 
     Hemphill, TX 75948 
     409-920-2883 (c)    409-787-4821 (h) 
     Fran.hulsey@att.net 
 
  



District III Newsletter     Spring, 2026 

4 
 

TREASURERS REPORT 

NITA BEALE, District III Treasurer 

DISTRICT DUES: $25.00 PER CLUB ï MAIL BEFORE SEPTEMBER 30TH TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR AWARDS 

Checks Payable to: District III, TGC 

Address: Nita Beale, 610 Town Oaks Circle, Kilgore, TX 75662 

GARDEN THERAPY CONTRIBUTIONS ï Must be sent to Nita Beale by September 30th. 
NOTE: Club Treasurer should indicate on the check how the funds are to be divided. To receive an Award, a Garden Club must contribute at least 
$5.00 to each: 
GARDEN THERAPY Projects. Rusk State School 
Lufkin State School Camp Tyler 
Bosher and Opportunities, Inc. 

FYI: All Club Rating Application Information is to be sent to: 

Nancy Giffhorn 
6107 Hidden Lake 

Kingwood, Texas 77345 
The following contributions may be sent at any time throughout the year: *For gold and silver clubs only. 
 

District III Scholarship Contributions should be sent to: 
Debbie Gillispie 

14279 CR 294 
Arp, TX 75750 
 
Texas Garden Club Botanical Garden/Ina Brundrett Azalea Garden Contributions should be sent to: 
 
Nita Beale 
610 Town Oaks CR Kilgore, TX 75662 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: DISTRICT III (NOTE Ina Brundrett in Memo section) nitabeale@icloud.com 
 

Flower Show Contributions: 

Paula Copty-Duplant 
222 Winfree Dr. Hemphill, TX 75948 
Copty7@yahoo.com 
(409) 893-1643 

State Dues 

 

 

DUES are DUE April 1st to May 31st and are delinquent after June 1st. Clubs must be in good standing with all dues paid by the due dates to receive 
awards. 
 
State Dues for Clubs: $8.00 per member, regardless of status ï includes active, associate and life members. Includes roster of members, addresses, zip 
codes, phone numbers and emails. Your subscriptions to the Lone Star Gardner and National are included in your State Dues. Make checks payable to 
TGC, Inc, and mail to: 
 

TGC, Inc. 

3111 Old Garden Road 
Fort Worth, TX 76107-3498 

 

IRS 990-N Form reports from each club are due June 1st through October 15th ï Deadline is October 15th. 

Please note new IRS changes as of January, 2023 ï you must create a new online ID with either a login.gov or an ID.me account 
  

mailto:nitabeale@icloud.com
mailto:Copty7@yahoo.com
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The Tyler Area Council provided samples of 
flower show designs. More clubs are 
becoming more interested in reviving the 
original roots of the garden club. Contact 
Janice Moore for more information on having 
your club members participate. 
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ƖƓШ]ċƖĬĲŰШ9ũƨĤќƚШÂƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣШ?ĲĤĤŔĲШÑċũŔċŉĲƖƖŸШ
congratulates Debbie Gillispie (left) after she 
learns that she has been nominated for Garden 
Club Member of the Year! We will be rooting for 
her at the State Convention when the winner is 
announced! 

From left to right:  Joyce Price (Central Zone 
Director), Kathi Sivess (Director), Fran Hulsey 
(new Southern Zone Director), and Shirley Baker 
(new Northern Zone Director). Welcome Ladies!! 

Welcome Fran and Shirley!! 
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We were entertained at the District III convention by Tammy Whitehurst with a perfect combination of laughs 
and spiritual talk to lift our spirits. Thank you Tammy! You made our day complete. If you ever get the 
opportunity to see her, you will not be disappointed!! 

Pictured top row (l to r):  Rita Thompson, Virginia McNeill, Tammy Whitehurst (center), Kathi Sivess and 
Debbie Gillispie 

Bottom row (l to r):  Nita Beale, Rhonda Wood, Kathy Tanner, and Christine Fincher 

Can you say that we had a fun time? 
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ÂƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣѢƚЮÑƖċƻĲũƚ 

 

  

Linda Jean Brown had a remarkable time in Cross Plains for their District VIII Convention. 
District VIII Consists of four garden clubs:  San Angelo, Coleman, Cross Plains 
and Abilene. To her surprise, there were in attendance, four young ladies from 
Abilene. Their words of wisdom to pass on to the generations to come were:  
 
Joyce Talley age 95, "I love to learn about the designs and nature. Good 
people are the members of garden clubs."  
 
Shirley Morrow age 91, "The biggest joy you will ever know is watching your plants grow." 
 
Naoma Parks age 94, "A green thumb is a dirty thumb." 
 
Finally, 99-year young June Estes, "Conservation of wildflowers is very important 
especially along the highways. Being out in nature is good.ò 
 
Along with these ñyoung at heartò ladies are TGC, Inc. President, Linda Jean Brown 
and Abilene Garden Club President Susan Barber. A Presidential Citation was given to 
Abilene Garden Club for celebrating 90 years of beautifying their community. 
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Donќt forget to pick up one 
(or more) of these kitchen 
towels for Linda Jeanќs 
fundraiser. They are 
beautiful and a bargain at 
$12.50 each! Pick one up 
for you and one for a 
friend!! 
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The Tyler Area Council met 
to discuss the revival of 
garden club þower shows. 
Several clubs were 
represented at the workshop 
and interest in þower shows 
appears to be growing. If 
your club is considering the 
idea, contact Janice Moore 
for more information. We are 
here to help!!  
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ÑòxEÅШ ÅE Ш9§Ö 9fxШ~EEÑf ] 
FEBRUARY 3, 2026 

c§ÉÑE?Ш7òаШcE~ÂcfxxШ] Å?E Ш9xÖ7 
 

Hemphill Garden Club hosted the February 3rd meeting of the Tyler Area Council. The topic of Janice Moore, President of Tyler Area Council 
was promoting flower shows across the District. The attendees were treated to great food and lots of lively discussion on flower shows and 
ŔŰĦƖĲċƚŔŰŊШƣőĲШŔŰƣĲƖĲƚƣШŔŰШĦũƨĤƚШƣŸШљŊŸШĤċĦťШƣŸШƣőĲШŸƖŔŊŔŰċũШƖŸŸƣƚШŸŉШƣőĲШŊċƖĬĲŰШĦũƨĤЮњ 

Consider bringing some of your members to the next TAC meeting that will be held at the Arp Garden Club in April! Come find out what all 
the excitement is about!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Belinda Escoubas and Linda Johnson 
prepare the great food! 

Gwen Borel puts her finishing 
touches on the food table. 

Thanks to Nancy Vincent for 
these delicious cupcakes!! 

Judith Bussey (L) and Paula Copty-Duplant (R) 
discuss flower show judging strategies. 

Linda Jean Brown discusses garden club topics with 
Arp Garden Club. 
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4Ï !ÌÌ 'ÁÒÄÅÎ #ÌÕÂ -ÅÍÂÅÒÓ ɀ  

 

4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ Á ÇÅÎÔÌÅ ÒÅÍÉÎÄÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÐÒÉÌ 4ÙÌÅÒ !ÒÅÁ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÌÕÎÃÈÅÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȢ 4ÈÉÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÏÕÒ ПÉÎÁÌ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ 

ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÍÍÅÒ ÂÒÅÁËȢ 7Å ÈÏÐÅ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÃÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÍÁËÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ 

ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄȟ ÁÎÄ ×Å ×ÏÕÌÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÌÏÖÅ ÔÏ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÆÒÅÓÈ ÆÁÃÅÓȢ 

 
$ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȟ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÕÐÃÏÍÉÎÇ ͼ#ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ (ÁÒÖÅÓÔͼ ПÌÏ×ÅÒ ÓÈÏ×ȟ ÁÌÏÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ 

ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅÄ ÅÖÅÎÔÓȢ /ÕÒ ÈÏÓÔÅÓÓÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÄÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÒÐ 'ÁÒÄÅÎ #ÌÕÂȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ×ÅÌÌ ËÎÏ×Î 

ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÈÏÓÐÉÔÁÌÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÆÏÏÄȢ ,ÕÎÃÈ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅ Á ÔÁÃÏ ÂÁÒȢ 9ÏÕÒ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 

ÉÎÐÕÔ ÁÒÅ ÎÅÅÄÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÅÁÔÌÙ ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÅÄȢ 

 
$ÁÔÅȡ 7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙȟ !ÐÒÉÌ ρȟ ςπςφ 
Time: 

 
ωȡσπ ÁȢÍȢ ɀ -ÅÅÔ ÁÎÄ 'ÒÅÅÔ  ρπȡππ ÁȢÍȢ ɀ "ÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ ɉÌÕÎÃÈ ÔÏ ÆÏÌÌÏ×Ɋ 

 
6ÅÎÕÅȡ      !ÒÐ 'ÁÒÄÅÎ #ÌÕÂ 

 ρπψ %Ȣ ,ÏÎÇÖÉÅ 3ÔÒÅÅÔ  

 !ÒÐȟ 48 

 
,ÕÎÃÈ &ÅÅȡ ΑρυȢππȟ ÐÁÙÁÂÌÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÏÒȢ 

 

RSVP: 
*ÁÎÉÃÅ -ÏÏÒÅ 
#ÁÌÌ ÏÒ ÔÅØÔȡ ωσφȤφχυȤρπχς 
%ÍÁÉÌȡ ÊÍÏÏÒÅρωτφͽÅÁÒÔÈÌÉÎËȢÎÅÔ 
$ÅÁÄÌÉÎÅȡ -ÁÒÃÈ ςχ 

 

  

mailto:jmoore1946@earthlink.net
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District III New Officer  Workshop  
Northern, Central, Southern Zones  

 
Tuesday June 09 , 202 6 

 
 
Dogwood Garden Club Lufkin will be hosting  the annual summer workshop. The 
workshop is held in the summer every year and is open to all District III garden club 
members. The programôs main focus is for educating new officers of their duties.  Also, 
there will be discussions that will benefit your clubôs awards and flower show chairs. 
We will be focusing on the forms for the presidentôs report and the ñhow toò of filling 
them out. Information for new treasures and awards chairman will also be discussed. 
District III board members will be attending to answer your questions. One or more 
flower show judges will also be in attendance for any questions.     
   
 
Hosting Club: Dogwood Garden Club 
Meeting Location :  St. Cyprians Episcopal Church 
919 John Redditt Dr. 
Lufkin, Tx.75904  
  
 
9:30 am - Registration  
10:00 am - General Assembly Speakers, open forum for your questions 
Lunch to follow    
 
Workshop and luncheon $20.00  
 
RSVP is required, thank you. 
RSVP: Janice Moore (936-675-1072) call or text 
 
Make checks payable to: 
 
Dogwood Garden Club  
c/o  Claire Coziar 
24 Red Oak Lane 
Lufkin, Tx. 75904  
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WORKDAY AT HEADQUARTERS 
 
 
 
Dear All, 
 
Dallas Council is planning to come 3/24/26 to TGC HQ and we will be having a working day for 
all.  This will be the first workday of spring and so there will be lots to do.  Highlights are weeds, 
pruning as needed, trail clearing (weeds and limbs), and mulch to beds and walkways.  Any help will 
be appreciated.  We always have stuff to do. 
 
Typical workdays are 8-1 but you can come for part of the time. Each person should bring their own 
beverage of choice and snacks/lunch.  We no longer store bottled water at the building as the water 
supply has been tested and is fine for drinking.  I believe Linda Jean is planning to try to bring a few 
bottled waters, and I usually have a batch of cookies to share. 
 
Weather temps look good for next Tuesday and no rain is predicted. 
 
Dr. Heather White 
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